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10 CPD Points 

Overview 

QLS is showcasing the local and intrastate experts in Bundy! 

This is your chance to get updates in the practice areas that matter to you most: family, 
succession, property, employment, personal injuries, business and civil litigation.  And for 
the very first time, QLS is bringing our in-house trust accounts, limitation of liability, 
practice support, ethics and human resources experts to you at the innovative QLS Guru 
Bar over lunch.  

Strengthen the way you practice, grow your network and earn 3 core CPD points – all at 
your QLS Bundaberg Roadshow 2017. 

Full Roadshow, single day, and session-by-session registrations available. 

QLS Bundaberg 

Roadshow 2017 

Thursday 9 February 2017 | 3.30–7pm 

Rock Bar & Grill, Bundaberg 

Friday 10 February 2017 | 8.30am–5pm 

Saturday 11 February 2017 | 9.30am–12.55pm 

Burnett Club, Bundaberg 
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Thursday 9 February 2017 

Rock Bar & Grill, 1A Quay Street, Bundaberg 

 

3.30pm POP-UP Workshop: JobConnector 

Attention: law students! Join our resident CV coach for a 5 minute one-on-one session and get tailored 
advice for how to best package yourself for career success. Finish off your session with a tour of the 
Society’s own Job Connector - and finally find what you have been seeking in the legal job market! 
To register your interest, email events@qls.com.au.  

Sheila Kushe, Legal Professional Development Specialist and Solicitor, Queensland Law Society 

4.30pm Debate registration 

5pm 

 

THE ROADSHOW DEBATE: ‘Regional lawyers are tougher than 

city lawyers’ 

Affirmative: 

Edwina Rowan, Associate, Charltons Lawyers, and Secretary, Bundaberg Law Association 

Tracy Skellern, Legal Risk Solicitor, Lexon Insurance 

Negative: 

Christine Smyth, President, Queensland Law Society, Partner, Robbins Watson Solicitors and 

Accredited Specialist (Succession Law) - Qld 

Stafford Shepherd, Director, QLS Ethics Centre, Queensland Law Society 

Chair: Cr Helen Blackburn, Councillor, Bundaberg Region 

5.45pm 

 

Welcome remarks 

Christine Smyth, President, Queensland Law Society, Partner, Robbins Watson Solicitors and 

Accredited Specialist (Succession Law) - Qld 

6pm Networking drinks 

POP-UP Registration: Practice support and bespoke ethics 

The QLS Ethics Centre provides both ethical and practice support services for members. The guidance 
aims to be practical and strategic.  

If you are interested in a consultation please register for a one on one meeting during the networking 
drinks on 9 February 2017. 

Facilitator: Stafford Shepherd, Director, QLS Ethics Centre, Queensland Law Society 

7pm Close 

 

  

mailto:events@qls.com.au
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Friday 10 February 2017 

The Burnett Club, 5 Quay Street, Bundaberg 

8am Registration 

8.30am Welcome remarks 

Stafford Shepherd, Director, QLS Ethics Centre, Queensland Law Society 

Chair: Edwina Rowan, Associate, Charltons Lawyers, and Secretary, Bundaberg Law Association 

8.35am What’s new in succession law: Case law and legislation Q&A 

Join our expert panel for an interactive and practical discussion around the recent and significant 
succession law cases, and how they will impact on your daily practice. Take the opportunity to learn from 
the experts and brush up on your succession skillset by asking questions from the floor. 

Mark Story, Partner, Finemore Walters & Story and Accredited Specialist (Succession Law) - Qld 

Chair: Edwina Rowan, Associate, Charltons Lawyers, and Secretary, Bundaberg Law Association 

9.35am Risky business: Risk management for advising small business 

Lexon has conducted research into the neuroscience of errors commonly seen in claims – particularly 
those surrounding advising small business. This session will highlight new findings from this field and 
apply them to real practice scenarios. You will also receive an update on claims and an overview of the 
free tools available to insured members. 

Tracy Skellern, Legal Risk Solicitor, Lexon Insurance 

Chair: Edwina Rowan, Associate, Charltons Lawyers, and Secretary, Bundaberg Law Association 

10.35am Morning tea 

10.50am Back to basics: Civil litigation pleadings and particulars 

Are you using pleadings as a strategic tool in all your litigation matters? With a primary focus on the 
UCPR and notes on the Federal Court Rules, our expert presenter will refresh your knowledge and take 
your litigation skillset to the next level by: 

 examining what amounts to a defective pleading and how to avoid delivering one

 brushing up your pleadings toolkit with practical tips you can apply today

 applying your pleadings skills to control the scope and costs of litigation

 comparing well drafted and poorly drafted claims and defences

 considering the do’s and don’ts for managing complex claims

Bernadette Le Grand, Principal, Mediation Plus, President, Gladstone District Law Association and 

Queensland Law Society Senior Counsellor 

Chair: Edwina Rowan, Associate, Charltons Lawyers, and Secretary, Bundaberg Law Association 
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11.50am 

 

Workers compensation: Assessment of cases involving 

contributory negligence 

In this session, we will consider the present day approach to the assessment of contributory negligence 
in view of the 2010 amendments to the Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation Act 2003 (WCRA). 
During the session, there will be consideration of: 

 contributory negligence in an historical context 

 common law contributory negligence principles applying to workers’ injury claims, aside from 
the WCRA provisions 

 the effect of the WCRA contributory negligence provisions 

 apportionment legislation and principles 

 the extent to which the argument that excusing the worker’s conduct as “mere inadvertence, 
inattention or misjudgement” has continuing relevance in light of legislative provisions 

 a suggested step-by-step approach to the assessment of contributory negligence. 

Robert Tidbury, Partner, HopgoodGanim Lawyers 

Chair: Edwina Rowan, Associate, Charltons Lawyers, and Secretary, Bundaberg Law Association 

12.50pm Lunch 

Pop-up QLS 

QLS is coming to you – over lunch! Visit our pop-up Society stalls and get one-on-one support from our 
in-house experts on: 

 trust accounts 

 practice support 

 ethics 

 limitation of liability 

 JobConnector encore 

Experts: 

Stafford Shepherd, Director, QLS Ethics Centre, Queensland Law Society 

Mark Illidge, Practice Support Solicitor and Limitation of Liability Scheme representative,  

Queensland Law Society 

Bill Hourigan, Manager, Trust Account Investigations, Professional Leadership, Queensland  

Law Society 

Sheila Kushe, Legal Professional Development Specialist and Solicitor, Queensland Law Society 

Trade exhibition 

Take this opportunity to connect with our sponsors and exhibitors to enhance your career and your 
practice with their services. 

         

  



Queensland Law Society | Bundaberg Roadshow 2017 Page 5 of 6 

1.35pm Family law spotlight: Domestic and famly violence best 

practice guidelines 

Following the official launch of the QLS Domestic and Family Violence Best Practice Guidelines by the 
Honourable Dame Quentin Bryce AD CVO in 2016, join us for a fundamental professional development 
event for all legal practitioners working with victims and perpetrators of domestic and family violence.  

Our expert presenter will lead a discussion on the five principles set out in the guidelines and offer 
practical advice for implementing the guidelines in your practice. 

Margarett Kummerfeld, Partner, Bell Dixon Butler and Accredited Specialist (Family Law) 

Chair: Rebecca Pezzutti, Associate, Bell Dixon Butler Lawyers, and President, Fraser Coast Law 

Association 

2.35pm The laws of the land: What you need to know NOW 

It seems as though property law has been built on shifting sands lately! With changes happening (and 
more to come), there has never been a better time to refresh and perfect your skills and knowledge in 
day-to-day property law practice. Join our expert presenter and discover:  

• land clearing changes in the Vegetation Management (Reinstatement) and Other Legislation
Amendment Bill 2016

• a refresher on rural land transactions with tips and tricks for avoiding common errors

• the proposed changes to the Property Law Act 1974– and what they mean for you (and your
clients).

Peter Marles, Partner, MRH Lawyers 

Chair: Rebecca Pezzutti, Associate, Bell Dixon Butler Lawyers, and President, Fraser Coast Law 

Association 

3.35pm Afternoon tea 

3.50pm Employment law masterclass: Resolving return-to-work issues 

What happens when an employee wants to return to work after a long term absence due to injury or 
parental leave? How can an employer best manage an employee with a long term injury in the 
workplace? What is the interplay between returning to work and redundancies? What actions does the 
employee have against the employer if their return to work is not well handled? What areas of 
discrimination law should you turn your mind to when advising your client? 

Our expert presenter will guide you through this complicated area of employment law, identifying traps to 
avoid and tips on how to do that in practice. 

Brad Petley, Principal, Acumen Lawyers and Accredited Specialist (Workplace Relations) 

Chair: Rebecca Pezzutti, Associate, Bell Dixon Butler Lawyers, and President, Fraser Coast Law 

Association 

4.50pm Closing remarks 

Stafford Shepherd, Director, QLS Ethics Centre, Queensland Law Society  

Chair: Rebecca Pezzutti, Associate, Bell Dixon Butler Lawyers, and President, Fraser Coast 

Law Association 

5pm Close 
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Saturday 11 February 2017 

The Burnett Club, 5 Quay Street, Bundaberg 

 

9am Registration 

9.30am Welcome remarks 

Christine Smyth, President, Queensland Law Society, Partner, Robbins Watson Solicitors and 

Accredited Specialist (Succession Law) - Qld  

9.35am 

 

The Adventures of the Cheshire Cat 

This session will consider the questions of ethics, legal ethics and the fundamental duties owed by 
solicitors. In particular it will look at questions concerning confidentiality and when a solicitor may be 
permitted to disclose information which is confidential. The presentation will also address issues dealing 
with inadvertent disclosure, claims without foundation and the responsible use of court process. The 
session explores the above issues by use of a case study that calls into question the actions of the 
Cheshire Cat as a practitioner.  

Stafford Shepherd, Director, QLS Ethics Centre, Queensland Law Society  

10.35am Morning tea 

10.50am 

 

 

Leading wellness in the legal profession 

Depression and anxiety cost Australian businesses between $11-12 billion dollars every year though 
absenteeism, reduced work performance, increased turnover, and compensation claims. So how do we 
prevent this big issue from becoming a $12 billion dollar problem?  

60% of our wellbeing at work is predicted by the quality of our relationship with our direct managers; so 
the power really is in your hands. Join our expert presenter and pick up tips for improving your workplace 
leadership, as well as techniques that may help prevent mental health issues from impacting your team. 
This session is an initiative of Queensland Law Society’s Love Law Live Life working group. 

Sheila Kushe, Legal Professional Development Specialist and Solicitor, Queensland Law Society 

12.50pm Closing remarks 

Christine Smyth, President, Queensland Law Society, Partner, Robbins Watson Solicitors and 

Accredited Specialist (Succession Law) - Qld 

12.55pm Close 

 


