
3.5 CPD Points 

Overview 

We are delighted to invite you to a complimentary half day professional development 
event at Law Society House.  Hear from our current award winning lawyers on a range 
of important legal and business issues where you will take away practical tips and 
strategies that will support your professional development as well as develop your 
practice. 

You will have the opportunity to attend professional development sessions, connect with 
the legal profession and collect 3 CPD points.  QLS Open Day will conclude with the 
presentation of the Equity & Diversity Awards.  Registration for each session is essential 
as places are limited!   

QLS Open Day 2017: 

Award Winning Law 

Wednesday 17 May 2017 | 11.50am-4.15pm 

Law Society House, Brisbane 
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11.30am Registration and light lunch 

11.50am STREAM 1: 

Remain focussed in a changing legal landscape: Practical meditation tips 

In this fast paced world where we are always on, always in demand and constantly multi-tasking – 
learning simple mindfulness meditation techniques will help you to switch off from the outside world for a 
while, relax and recharge to enable you to consistently perform. 

Amanda Zdanowicz, Director, SoHo Yoga 

Chair: Dr Rachel Baird, Manager, Learning & Professional Development, Queensland Law Society 

12.20pm Break 

12.30pm STREAM 2A: 

A timeless practice: Moving away 

from 6 billable minutes  

Almost all firms now offer alternative fee 
arrangements in some form. This session 
explores how removing time from your firm 
entirely can benefit your business and your 
clients. Hear from Helix Legal about how they 
shifted from selling time to selling outcomes and 
explored how they planned and priced both 
transactional and dispute work profitably without 
recording any time and how they manage staff 
productivity without asking what they have done 
every six minutes of the day. 

Sarah Roach, Director and Principal Lawyer, 

Helix Legal 

Janelle Kerrisk, Principal, Helix Legal 

Chair: Katherine Gonzalez-Cork, General 

Manager, Membership & Strategic Partnerships, 
Queensland Law Society 

STREAM 2B: 

Making a positive difference 

Rod became a lawyer because he had a desire to 
make a difference to the lives of people who would 
otherwise not have redress for wrongs. Hear from 
Rod about why the common law facilities remedies, 
and why the diminution of common law rights 
constrains the ability to make a positive difference.  

Rod Hodgson, State Managing Principal, Maurice 

Blackburn Lawyers 

Chair: Dr Rachel Baird, Manager, Learning & 

Professional Development, Queensland Law Society 

1.15pm Break 
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1.30pm STREAM 3A: 

Seven habits of highly effective 

mediation participants  

Join us to hear from an expert to gain essential 
knowledge and practical skills for you to gain tips 
for mediation as well as useful insights into how 
to get the most out of a mediation.  

Ross Lee, Principal, Lee Lawyers and 

Committee Member, Gold Coast District Law 
Association 
Bill Potts, Director, Potts Lawyers and 

Immediate Past President, Queensland Law 
Society 

STREAM 3B: 

2017 – Key legislation in review 

Hear a review of this year’s topical legislation that 
has caught the attention of the public.  QLS has a 
leading role in assisting government to draft 
legislation that is fair and workable. Find out how 
QLS ensures that the views and experiences of 
members at the coalface are taken into account 
when laws are made. 
Binari De Saram, Advocacy Manager, Queensland 

Law Society  

Chair: Matt Dunn, Acting CEO, Queensland Law 

Society 

2.15pm Break 

2.30pm STREAM 4A: 

The modern legal practitioner 

Gain practical hints and tips from a practitioner 
with over 25 years’ experience, about how you 
and your practice can be a success in this 
rapidly changing legal landscape. 

Margaret McNamara, Partner, Thynne + 
Macartney, Accredited Specialist (Succession 
Law) - Qld 

Chair: Christine Smyth, President, Queensland 
Law Society; Partner, Robbins Watson Solicitors 
and Accredited Specialist (Succession Law) – 
Qld 

STREAM 4B: 

Retail shop leases legislation – 

Toothless tiger or tenant protector! 

Hear from a senior legal practitioner about whether 
the recent amendments to the Retail Shop Leases 
Act provide any further protection to tenants or do 

those amendments merely create further red tape. 

Gary Hutchinson, Legal Practice Director, Cooke & 

Hutchinson Lawyers and QLS Senior Counsellor, 
Queensland Law Society 
Chair: Matt Dunn, Acting CEO, Queensland Law 

Society 

3.15pm Break 
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3.30pm 

 

 
 

STREAM 5: 

Learning from the leaders – pursuing diversity in the legal profession 

Embracing diversity adds positively to our organisations and the wider profession.  Join us to generate 
ideas for your organisation by hearing from a panel of legal experts about their ideas and initiatives for 
promoting diversity, inclusion and equality.  

Questions on notice for the panellists are welcomed. 

Stephen Page, Partner, Harrington Family Lawyers and member, QLS Equalising Opportunities in the 

Law Committee 

Melissa Nielsen, Partner, Miller Harris Lawyers 

Kathryn Pacey, Partner, Clayton Utz  
Chair: Ann-Maree David, CEO, College of Law and chair, QLS Equalising Opportunities in the Law 

Committee 

4.15pm QLS Equity & Diversity Awards and Networking Drinks 

5.15pm Close 

 

 



Queensland Law Society, GPO Box 1785, Brisbane Qld 4001 
07 3221 2279 | 1300 367 757 | events@qls.com.au
For more information visit qls.com.au | ABN 33 423 389 441

Complimentary event registration form
Delegate information
QLS number

First name

Last name 

Organisation

Postal address

City/town Postcode

Phone Mobile

Email

Dietary or physical requirements

Event details

Please circle relevant registration options:

Privacy: Queensland Law Society (the Society) respects your privacy and is committed to the 
Information Privacy Principles contained in the Information Privacy Act 2009 (Qld) and the Australian 
Privacy Principles contained in the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth). The Society collects personal information 
about you to provide services to you, to improve the quality of those services, and to provide you 
with information about other services and events we offer. For these purposes, we may disclose your 
personal information to organisations to whom we outsource functions such as market research and to 
our service entities. The Society also uses this information to conduct research for the development of 
educational and professional programs. 

At any event held by the Society, your image may be photographed or filmed at any time throughout 
the event. We may use, publish or reproduce your image or recording of you in any form of published 
communication material to promote the Society’s services and to report on its events through its 
publications and resource material such as our Annual Report, Proctor, Twitter and Facebook pages. 
Your consent to the use of your image in full or part for any Society related purpose is taken to be given 
by attending this event. The Society takes reasonable steps to ensure your personal information is not 
exposed to misuse, loss or unauthorised access. 

The Society may also use third parties to administer and deliver services and communications to 

attendees by email or mail. Some third party suppliers or their products and services are located 
overseas. Business details and personal information you choose to provide on this application 
may be transferred to an overseas recipient and stored overseas to administer such services and 
communications to you.  By completing this application, you agree to this transfer and Australian 
Privacy Principle 8.1 will not apply to this disclosure.

In accordance with the Electronic Transactions (Queensland) Act 2001, the Society may provide  
notices or correspondence to you by electronic communication. By completing this application,  
your consent to this form of contact is taken to be given.

Should you not wish to have your image photographed or filmed, please contact the Society  
at privacy@qls.com.au to advise that you do not wish to be photographed or filmed. 

If, at any time, you would prefer that the Society did not use or disclose your personal information, 
including your image, please contact the Society at privacy@qls.com.au. If your details change  
or you wish to access the information the Society holds about you, please contact the Society  
on 1300 367 757.

Events and Resources Policy: visit qls.com.au/events_policy to view the policy or for more 
information please contact the Society at events@qls.com.au.  

Missed an event? Visit qls.com.au/shop for the latest conference and seminar resources.
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