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Overview 

Aimed at junior legal staff with less than three years' experience, this introductory 
course develops delegates’ knowledge and skills, offering an overview of family law and 
practical guidance on the most common processes and tasks associated with handling 
family law matters.  

 

Attendance at the course will enable you to: 

• define key terms and concepts relevant to common family law files 

• identify the legislation, regulations and policies relevant to this area of law 

• draft divorce applications, financial statements, and basic consent orders and 
affidavits 

• manage a selection of difficult situations that may arise in family and domestic 
violence matters. 

Introduction to 

family law 

Day 1 | Wednesday 6 June 2018 | 8.30am-4.30pm 

Day 2 | Thursday 7 June 2018 | 8.30am-4.15pm 

Law Society House, Brisbane 
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Wednesday 6 June 2018 

8am Registration 

8.30am  Welcome 

Sandra Pepper, Legal Professional Development Executive, Learning and Professional Development, 

Queensland Law Society 

8.35am 

 

What is ‘family law’? 

This session will provide you with an overview of: 

 the family law system 

 the applicable legislative framework 

 an introduction to the Family and Federal Circuit Courts.  

Clarissa Rayward, Director, Brisbane Family Law Centre and Accredited Specialist (Family Law) 

Chair: Sandra Pepper, Legal Professional Development Executive, Learning and Professional 

Development, Queensland Law Society 

9.15am 

 

Family law fundamentals (part 1): Marriage, separation and 

divorce 

From identifying the requirements of a legal marriage in Australia to the Court granting a divorce order, 
this session will explore the end-to-end life of a marriage in family law. 

You will cover: 

 the elements that must be satisfied to establish a marriage 

 when a marriage can be ‘annulled’ 

 requirements of separation 

 divorce applications workshop. 

Clarissa Rayward, Director, Brisbane Family Law Centre and Accredited Specialist (Family Law) 

Chair: Sandra Pepper, Legal Professional Development Executive, Learning and Professional 

Development, Queensland Law Society 

10.35am Morning tea 

10.50am 

 

 

Family law fundamentals (part 2): De facto relationships 

Join us for everything you always wanted to know about de facto relationships (but were afraid to ask)! 

Our expert presenter will lead a practical and fundamental discussion on: 

 what defines a de facto relationship 

 how a de facto file differs from a marriage file 

 basic preparation for a de facto relationship claim 

 drafting basic interim orders for de facto matters. 
 

Andrew McCormack, Senior Associate, Best Wilson Buckley and Accredited Specialist (Family Law) 

Chair: Sheila Kushe, Acting Manager, Professional Development Executive, Learning and Professional 

Development, Queensland Law Society 
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12pm 

 

 

Family law fundamentals (part 3): Children 

This session will highlight the key considerations in making arrangements for children, including: 

 relevant legislation and a brief overview of the reforms to come 

 what we mean when we say the ‘best interests of the child’ 

 shared parental responsibility - what does that look like? 

 drafting basic children’s orders. 
 

Stephen Page, Partner, Harrington Family Lawyers; Accredited Specialist (Family Law) and Blogger, 

‘The Australian Surrogacy and Adoption Blog’ 

Chair: Sheila Kushe, Acting Manager, Professional Development Executive, Learning and Professional 

Development, Queensland Law Society 

 

1.15pm Lunch 

1.45pm 

 

 

Family law fundamentals (part 4): Spousal maintenance 

This session will provide you with an overview of: 

 what spousal maintenance is, and who can receive it 

 how it differs to child maintenance 

 the relevant legislation you will be using 

 rights and responsibilities of each party 

 drafting workshop. 

Kate Graham, Director, BGM Family Lawyers and Accredited Specialist (Family Law) 

Chair: Sandra Pepper, Legal Professional Development Executive, Learning and Professional 

Development, Queensland Law Society 

3.15pm Afternoon tea 

3.30pm 

 

People skills 101: Managing family law clients 

This session will highlight key best practices of necessary emotional intelligence on the job, including: 

 the client experience of separation and divorce 

 vicarious trauma 

 the first client interview - what to say and what not to say 

 handling difficult personalities 

 managing clients’ expectations and maintaining professional boundaries in a very personal area of 
law. 

Kara Best, Buckley Family Law; Accredited Specialist (Family Law) and member, Queensland Law 

Society’s Family Law Specialist Accreditation Advisory Committee 

Chair: Sandra Pepper, Legal Professional Development Executive, Learning and Professional 

Development, Queensland Law Society 

4.30pm Close of day 1 
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Thursday 7 June 2018 

8.15am Registration 

8.30am 

 

 

Family law fundamentals (part five): Property settlements and 

financial statements 

This session will address the basics of property settlements, and will answer the following questions: 

 What is a property settlement? 

 What are the key steps in a property settlement? 

 Does everyone just receive 50% (like in the movies)? 

 What is a financial statement? 

You will also be provided with a sample client file and receive step-by-step instructions on how to draft a 
financial statement. 

Naomi Lewis, Director and Principal Solicitor, Lewis and Trovas Family Lawyers 

Chair: Sandra Pepper, Legal Professional Development Executive, Learning and Professional 

Development, Queensland Law Society 

10am 

 

 

Family law fundamentals (part six): Dispute resolution 

This session will provide you with an overview of: 

 dispute resolution options 

 the relevant legislation  

 procedures and processes for the most common forms of dispute resolution in family law 

 how to assist the client to prepare 

 the role of legal representation in the process. 

You will also take part in a facilitated dispute resolution workshop. 

Anne-Marie Rice, Director, Rice Naughton and Accredited Specialist (Family Law) ) and Principal 

Mediator – Rice Mediations & Dispute Resolution. 

Chair: Sandra Pepper, Legal Professional Development Executive, Learning and Professional 

Development, Queensland Law Society 

11.30am Morning tea 

11.45am 

 

Drafting 101: Affidavits 

This session will explore tips and traps of drafting affidavits in family law matters.  

Our presenter will guide you through examples of both good and poor examples; and workshop a basic 
affidavit with you based on the sample client file provided earlier in the day. 

Jennifer Hetherington, Principal, Hetherington Family Law; Accredited Specialist (Family Law) and 

member, Queensland Law Society Family Law Committee 

Chair: Sandra Pepper, Legal Professional Development Executive, Learning and Professional 

Development, Queensland Law Society 

1pm Lunch 
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1.30pm 

 

Family law fundamentals (part seven): Domestic violence 

The aim of this session is to provide you with the necessary practical guidance you need to assist in a 

domestic violence matter. Topics covered include: 

 the relevant legislation 

 the ‘basics’ of domestic violence law 

 court procedures and processes  

 listening and empathy skills – including how to deal with vulnerable clients 

 confidentiality  

 recording of information. 

You will also have the opportunity to take part in a mock court mention - getting you ready for any last-
minute appearances! 
 

Shannon Daykin, Director, Daykin Family Law and Accredited Specialist (Family Law) 

Chair: Sandra Pepper, Legal Professional Development Executive, Learning and Professional 

Development, Queensland Law Society 

3pm Afternoon tea 

3.15pm Ethics in family law: Everything you need to know 

Having an understanding of the ethical framework in which solicitors work is essential for all law firm 
staff. This session will provide an overview of the fundamental duties owed by solicitors, which also apply 
to those they employ. Issues to be covered are the paramount duty, confidentiality and conflicts.  

Stafford Shepherd, Director, QLS Ethics Centre, Queensland Law Society 
Chair: Sandra Pepper, Legal Professional Development Executive, Learning and Professional 

Development, Queensland Law Society 

4.15pm Close of day 2 

 

 


