
 

 
  

1.5 CPD Points 

    

 

Overview 

Children’s law is a burgeoning field. Child protection laws to achieve safer care of 
children were introduced in Queensland through the Child Protection Reform 
Amendment Act 2017. Practitioners who work with families need to be able to advise 
their clients on these measures and respond to applications in this new legislative 
environment. 

 

In this Masterclass livecast presented by experienced children law practitioners, 
delegates will review the key child protection measures introduced in Queensland over 
recent months. This includes a focus on permanency with the new permanency orders 
and requirement for the court to provide reasons why it is in the child’s best interest to 
make a further short term custody order after a child has had short term custody orders 
for more than two years.  Delegates will receive practical guidance on what their clients 
will need advice upon and the instructions that will be required in responding to such 
applications.  Discussion will also cover the implications of the recent amendments on 
case planning at family group meetings and the effect of the safe care and connection 
principles on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (ATSI) children. 
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12.20pm Registration 

12.30pm 

 

 

Masterclass: Children’s law 

Review of the child protection legislative framework particularly as introduced in 2018. How are these 
laws to be used and enforced? Practical guidance is provided on navigating the various orders and how 

to apply.  

 

In particular, this session will explore: 

1. Changes to s59 of the Child Protection Reform Amendment Act 2017 in relation to Short Term 

Custody (STC) and permanency orders and how to advise clients on what these orders entail, 
when they ought to be made and how they are to be opposed.   

2. Permanency planning changes and what this means for Family Group Meetings (FGMs), 

including:  

a. taking instructions with respect to parallel plans for permanency 

b. the importance of a good case plan with respect to goals and actions 

c. a brief discussion on the transition to independence changes.  

3. Impact on ATSI clients on changes re safe care and connection; including: 

a. working with an independent entity – what does this mean practically and how can it 
work for the client? 

b. how these principles can be used in FGMs to push appropriate decisions 

c. implications for review of placement in QCAT due to the new ATSI principles. 

4. Case law updates with respect to litigation practices around preparing and running interim 
hearings as discussed in the recent matters of Director of Child Protection Litigation v MAP & 
CJS [2018] QChC 20 and Director of Child Protection Litigation v SP & ZC [2018] 

Presenters: 

Toby Davidson, Legal Aid Officer, Legal Aid Queensland 

Tamaryn Townshend, Senior Lawyer, Children & Young People - Child Protection, Legal Aid 

Queensland 

Chair: Jennifer Glover, Assistant Director, Family Law Services, Legal Aid Queensland 

Host: Sheetal Deo, Legal Professional Development Executive, Queensland Law Society 

2pm Close 

 

 


