
QLS and FLPA  
Family Law  
Residential 2016

Major sponsor

Friday 22 July
Sheraton Grand Mirage Resort, Gold Coast 

DVD Program  
Day 1

1 CPD point per hour viewed



2 | QLS and FLPA Family Law Residential 2016 | DVD Program 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Disc 1 
1hr  

7mins

Adapting to the changing legal landscape
The Honourable Chief Justice Bryant will review the various  
challenges facing the family law system, discuss possibilities  
for improvement of the system, and suggest steps that practitioners  
can take in the short term to ensure our adaptability to the changing legal 
landscape. Her Honour will also discuss the emphasis on funding difficulties  
that have long characterised the family courts, and the manner in which this 
places children at risk. 

Presenter:  The Honourable Justice Diana Bryant AO, Chief Justice, 
Family Court of Australia

Chair:  Kathy Atkins, Clinical Associate Professor; Associate Dean 
(External Engagement and International), Faculty of Law, Bond 
University and Accredited Specialist (Family Law)

STREAM 1A – PARENTING

Disc 2 
1hr  

34mins

Typologies of family violence:  
Uses and misuses in family law
While the family law system continues to evolve against a backdrop of increasing 
domestic violence awareness, the Family Law Courts’ model for assessing family 
violence (the Five Ps) continues to be criticised over its use and misuse of the 
typologies of family violence. This thought-provoking session will:

• explain the Five Ps model and how it relates to other understandings of family 
violence in both the legal and social science spaces

• discuss the use of the typologies of family violence and the risks associated 
with using such typologies

• canvass the limitations of the Five Ps model

• share recent developments in the social science approach to assessing  
family violence, and its impact on separated families. 

Presenter:   David Hugall, Regional Co-ordinator of Child Dispute Services, 
Family Law Courts

Chair:  Her Honour Judge Margaret Cassidy, Federal Circuit  
Court of Australia

Day 1  Friday 22 July

Session sponsor
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STREAM 1B – PROPERTY

Disc 3 
1hr  

26mins

Show me the Monet! The ever-changing 
landscape of financial agreements

Session sponsor

Binding financial agreements can easily go from a  
matrimonial property settlement hero to zero (literally!). 

Reduce the risk with this informative and broad-brush  
session on recent developments with specific updates on:

• legislative amendments to the Family Law Amendment  
(Financial Agreements and Other Measures) Bill 2015

• recent jurisprudence: a discussion of recent Full Court decisions  
which provide further direction, clarity and stability around drafting  
and relying upon financial agreements.

Presenters:   Michael Kearney SC, Barrister, Waratah Chambers 
Sydney Williams, Barrister, Queensland Bar

Chair:  James Steel, Partner, Barry.Nilsson. Lawyers and Accredited 
Specialist (Family Law)

STREAM 1C – ESSENTIALS

Disc 4 
1hr  

26mins

The technique of persuasion Session sponsor

Negotiation is the foundation of successful mediation,  
arbitration and collaborative law; but without that superlative  
gift of persuasion, your arguments may go unheard.

Build your skills and persuasiveness with this practical session which will include:

• an interactive discussion about why negotiation can dissolve into  
confusion, the importance of our expectations, the impact of assumptions, 
and fundamentals of every good negotiation 

• tips on preparing for a persuasive negotiation with a brief overview  
of the Harvard 7 element preparation and other practical tools

• tactics and versatile alternatives to apply in your day-to-day practice.

Presenter:  Nina Harding, Harvard Law School-trained and Nationally 
Accredited Mediator, and Director, Nina Harding Mediation 
Services

Chair:   Josephine Webb, Manager, Learning and Professional 
Development, Queensland Law Society and Psychologist
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STREAM 2A – PARENTING

Disc 5  
1hr 

28mins

As the twig is bent, so the tree inclines: The effects  
of adverse childhood experiences on personality  
and mental health
The role of family law practitioners who deal directly with child victims of  
family violence continues to expand beyond pure advocacy. Day-to-day  
practice not only demands the highest professional standard and competence, 
but also an ability to effectively communicate with some of the most vulnerable 
clients in the system.

In this valuable session you will learn:

• how childhood experiences – including exposure to domestic violence –  
affect the personality development and mental health of a child

• how to practically communicate with child victims of family violence 

• what we as family law practitioners can do to help reduce the long-term 
impact of domestic violence matters on our child clients.

Presenter:  Dr Daniel Varghese, Consultant Psychiatrist, Princess  
Alexandra Hospital

Chair:  David Hugall, Regional Co-ordinator of Child Dispute Services, 
Family Law Courts 

STREAM 2B – PROPERTY

Disc 6  
1hr 

6mins

Domestic violence and matrimonial property settlements: 
When should you run a Kennon argument?
This session will examine the elements of running a successful Kennon argument 
– a valuable argument which is increasingly run, but less often successful. 

Our presenters will discuss:

• establishing a case and causation

• evidence required of injury or psychological effect

• criminal injuries compensation and what can we learn from this area of law

• what does Kennon really say

• contributions vs future needs arguments.

Presenters:  Tedd Jordan, Barrister, Queensland Bar 
Tania Boal, Partner, Murphy Schmidt

Chair:  Kathy Atkins, Clinical Associate Professor; Associate  
Dean (External Engagement and International), Faculty of  
Law, Bond University and Accredited Specialist (Family Law)
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STREAM 2C – ESSENTIALS

Disc 7 
1hr 

25mins

Breaking through the blockade: How to  
dodge obstructive behaviour in negotiations
This session will build on the persuasive techniques and tips discussed  
in Stream 1C, and focus on using these skills to overcome difficult behaviour  
in negotiations. 

Our presenter and panel will brainstorm effective approaches for dealing with 
challenging personalities in a negotiation context and discuss why people make 
(or don’t make) decisions from some fascinating behavioural economics theories.

Presenter:  Nina Harding, Harvard Law School-trained and Nationally 
Accredited Mediator, and Director, Nina Harding Mediation 
Services

Panellists:   Tony Phillips , Director, Phillips Family Law and Accredited 
Specialist (Family Law) 
Freda Wigan, Partner, HopgoodGanim Lawyers and Accredited 
Specialist (Family Law) 
Neil McGregor, Barrister, Queensland Bar 

Chair:   Bill Potts, President, Queensland Law Society and Director,  
Potts Lawyers 

CLOSING PLENARY

Disc 8  
1hr 

5mins

Common ethical risks for family lawyers
A panel of experienced practitioners will discuss and  
share their views on the ethical risks faced everyday  
by family law practitioners.

Panellists:  Stafford Shepherd, Director, Ethics Centre,  
Queensland Law Society 
Michele Sheehan, Principal, enTrust Law, Accredited Specialist 
(Family Law) and (Succession Law) – Qld, and Queensland Law 
Society Senior Counsellor 
Kathryn McMillan QC, Barrister, Queensland Bar

Facilitator:  Dr Mark Sayers, Barrister, Queensland Bar

END OF DAY 1 FILMED SESSIONS
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Privacy: Queensland Law Society (the Society) respects 
your privacy and is committed to the Information Privacy 
Principles contained in the Information Privacy Act 2009 
(Qld). The Society collects personal information about you 
to provide services to you, to improve the quality of those 
services, and to provide you with information about other 
services we offer. For these purposes, we may disclose 
your personal information to organisations to whom we 
outsource functions such as market research and to our 
service entities. The Society also uses this information  
to conduct research for the development of educational 
and professional programs.  

At any event held by the Society, your image may be 
photographed or filmed at any time throughout the event. 
We may use, publish or reproduce your image or recording 
of you in any form of published communication material to 
promote the Society’s services and to report on its events 
through its publications and resource material such as 
our Annual Report, Proctor, Twitter and Facebook pages. 

Your consent to the use of your image in full or part for any 
Society related purpose is taken to be given by attending 
this event. The Society takes reasonable steps to ensure 
your personal information is not exposed to misuse, loss  
or unauthorised access.  

Business details and personal information you choose  
to provide on this form and any image or recording of you 
may be transferred and stored overseas to administer such 
services and communications to you. By completing this 
application, you agree to this transfer.

In accordance with the Electronic Transactions 
(Queensland) Act 2001, the Society may provide notices  
or correspondence to you by electronic communication.  
By completing this application, your consent to this form  
of contact is taken to be given.

Should you not wish to have your image photographed or 
filmed, please contact the Society at privacy@qls.com.au to 
advise that you do not wish to be photographed or filmed. 

If, at any time, you would prefer that the Society did not 
use or disclose your personal information, including your 
image, please contact the Society at privacy@qls.com.au.  
If your details change or you wish to access the 
information the Society holds about you, please contact 
the Society on 1300 FOR QLS (1300 367 757).

Disclaimer: As DVD resources are visually recorded at  
the time of the event, post production may take 3–4 weeks. 
This timeframe should be considered when purchasing 
resources. For any pre-existing DVD resources, please 
allow a 2 week period for delivery. 

Events policy: Visit qls.com.au/events_policy to view  
the policy or for more information please contact the 
Society at conferences@qls.com.au

Queensland Law Society, GPO Box 1785, Brisbane Qld 4001 
f 07 3221 2279 (credit card payments only) | p 1300 367 757 | resources@qls.com.au
For more information visit qls.com.au | ABN 33 423 389 441

Resource order form/Tax invoice

Order details

Resource (name of event) Resource code Price (inc. GST)

$

$

$

$

Total price (inc. GST) $

Payment 

Please note that full payment must accompany your order.

Total payment (inc. GST)  $

My cheque payable to Queensland Law Society Inc is enclosed

Please debit my credit card (Diners Club is not accepted)

 Visa       Mastercard      QLS Amex    Amex

Card number

               

Cardholder name

Expiry date              / Amount $

Cardholder signature

Contact details
Queensland Law Society number

First name

Last name 

Organisation

Postal address

City/town Postcode

Phone Mobile

Email

This document will be a tax invoice for GST purposes when you make payment. 
Please retain a copy of this for GST records.
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