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David Bowles 

Ethics Solicitor, QLS 
Ethics and Practice 
Centre, Queensland Law 
Society 

 

David was admitted as a solicitor in 1996 and was in private practice from 
that time until joining Queensland Law Society’s QLS Ethics and Practice 

Centre in November 2012. 

David’s experience, initially as an employee and then as a sole practitioner 
includes crime, property, litigation and estate planning. As an Ethics 
Solicitor he is responsible for providing ethical guidance to members, and 
continuing legal education. 

He holds postgraduate certificates in Cybersecurity from Harvard University 
Extension School and in Project Management from the University of 
Adelaide EdX program. 

Caitlin Carson 

Divisional Manger, 
FINPRO, Queensland, 
Jardine Lloyd Thompson 
Pty Ltd 

 

Caitlin has been a qualified insurance broker, and a specialist financial lines 
insurance broker since 2006. Caitlin currently leads JLT’s Queensland 
financial lines team, and shortly will be moving to Melbourne to take on the 
role of Head of Corporate FINPRO, Victoria with Marsh (Marsh acquired 
JLT in April 2019). Caitlin is an experienced Divisional Manager with a 
demonstrated history of working in the insurance industry.She is skilled in 
Directors’ & Officers’ Liability, Professional Indemnity, Commercial Crime 
and Cyber Liability.  

Caitlin holds a Bachelor of Business (Management Major) (Distinction) and 

Diploma of Financial Services (Insurance Broking). 

In 2019, Caitlin was recognised by the National Insurance Brokers 

Association as the Queensland Young Broking Professional of the Year. 

Professor Sharon 
Christensen 

Gadens Professor of 
Property Law, Faculty of 
Law, QUT and Member, 
Queensland Law Society 
Property and 
Development Law 
Committee 

 

Professor Christensen has practised, published and lectured extensively in 
all aspects of property transactions including land contracts, commercial 
leasing, community title and allied subjects in Queensland since 1990. She 
is a consultant to Gadens and a member of the Queensland Law Society 
Property and Development Law Committee. 
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Julian Creagh 

Associate, Wilson 
Lawyers 

 

Julian has more than twelve years’ experience in property and business law 
with a focus on property sales/purchases and leasing in large, medium and 
small firms. Julian has presented and chaired property seminars for 
Queensland Law Society and Legalwise and tutors property law for a 
postgraduate PLT course. Julian graduated with a Law/Business double 
degree from Queensland University of Technology in 2004. 

Liz Dann 

Registrar of Titles and 
Registrar of Water 
Allocations 

 

Elizabeth was appointed to the position of executive director of Titles 
Registry in September 2012. She has been a senior executive in the 
Department of Natural Resources and Mines (and its predecessors) over a 
number of years, primarily in the areas of land and water policy, and 
managing the department’s governance, strategic policy and legislative 
agendas. She brings to the position of Registrar of Titles an extensive 
background in land tenure and land legislation, as well as time spent with 
the Commonwealth Government in Canberra as an executive director with 

the Murray Darling Basin Authority.    

Wendy Devine 

Principal Policy Solicitor, 
Queensland Law Society 

 

In her role with Queensland Law Society, Wendy works closely with the 
Society’s policy committees - including the Property and Development Law 
Committee - to respond to law reform proposals on behalf of the Society 
and to develop policy positions on matters that affect members and the 

community.   

Wendy holds a Bachelor of Laws and Bachelor of Arts and has a 
background in administrative law, statutory interpretation and major 

infrastructure projects for public sector clients.   

Matt Dunn 

Government Relations 
Principal Advisor, 
Government Relations, 
Queensland Law Society 

 

Matt Dunn is the Government Relations Principal Advisor, Government 
Relations for the Queensland Law Society. He is responsible for growing 
and maintaining QLS’s strong relationship with government, parliament and 
the departments at both the state and federal level. The Society utilises 
these relationships to speak on behalf of members about issues of concern 
and to promote good law. Matt also manages the Advocacy team to 
progress the Society’s policy agenda of promoting the development of good 

law. 

Previously, Matt was Director of Policy at the Law Council of Australia in 
Canberra and the Society’s Principal Policy Solicitor. He has a background 
in information technology and intellectual property law. 
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Mike Essery 

Acting Director. Strategic 
Policy (Building), Building 
Legislation and Policy, 
Department of Housing 
and Public Works 

 

Mike is currently the Acting Director of Strategic Policy (Building) within the 
Building Legislation and Policy division of the Department of Housing and 
Public Works.  He has worked for the past 12 years in various roles across 
the public service, most notably with the former Building Codes 
Queensland since 2007.  Recently, he and his team has been leading the 
work at a national level in Queensland’s role as Chair and Secretariat of the 
Senior Officer’s Group, giving policy advice to the Building Minister’s 
Forum.  This has seen the SOG and his team work closely with jurisdictions 
as part of the Building Confidence Report, preparing the Building and 
Construction Legislation (Non-conforming Building Products— Chain of 
Responsibility and Other Matters) Amendment Act 2017  and working 
closely with Queensland’s Non-Conforming Building Products Audit 
Taskforce. 

Domenic Festa 

Principal, Steps Law; 
Accredited Specialist 
(Taxation Law) and 
Member, Queensland Law 
Society Revenue Law 
Committee 

 

Domenic is an Accredited Specialist in taxation law with more than 25 years’ 
experience in the taxation world. He is a qualified Chartered Accountant, 
Chartered Tax Adviser and fellow of the Tax Institute. Domenic works 
closely with accountants, lawyers and financial professionals on tax and 
structuring issues affecting their clients. His focus is on structuring and 
taxation issues for private business and investors, the uses of trusts, estate 
planning, asset protection and the investment rules for self-managed 
superannuation funds. By utilising his experience in both accounting and 
law, Domenic has developed an ability to apply the highly technical aspects 
of taxation law to identify solutions for clients. 

Steven Fogarty 

Technical Adviser in the 
ATO Tax Counsel 
Network 

 

Steven is a Technical Adviser in the ATO Tax Counsel Network. Since 2006 
he has primarily specialised in providing advice on GST. He has experience 
in providing advice on significant and complex issues, public rulings, dispute 
resolution and law design. He has a Master of Taxation from the University 
of New South Wales, and a Bachelor of Laws (Hons) and Bachelor of 

Business from the Queensland University of Technology. 
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Lyndon Garbutt 

Principal, West Garbutt 
Lawyers 

Lyndon is a principal of West Garbutt, an incorporated legal practice that 
operates as a specialist tax advisory firm.  A qualified lawyer and chartered 
accountant with over 15 years’ experience, Lyndon advises property 
development and construction clients on GST, land tax and other tax 
obligations.  Lyndon often works with other lawyers in documenting property 
transactions, particularly from a GST perspective.  Lyndon also assists 
clients with ATO audits, objections and private rulings.  Lyndon has diverse 
experience in dealing with the revenue agencies from both an accounting 
and a legal perspective. 

Frank Higginson 

Partner, Hynes Legal 

 

Frank is a Partner at Hynes Legal.  

He practices exclusively in body corporate law and management rights 
matters, and is an active participant in both industries, regularly presenting 
to and working with key industry stakeholders. 

Stephen Jones 

Legal Consultant and 
member of Queensland 
Law Society Property and 
Development Law 
Committee 

 

Stephen is a lawyer with over 20 years’ experience in property law. 
Stephen’s practice areas include all aspects of property and contracts. He 
holds degrees in Law (Hons), and Arts from the University of Queensland 
and a Master of Laws from QUT. He is also a nationally accredited mediator 
(commercial disputes) and a co-author, Land Contracts in Queensland 
(Federation Press) with Professors Bill Duncan, Sharon Christensen and Bill 
Dixon. 

Melinda Kross  

Acting Deputy 
Commissioner, Office of 
State Revenue 

Queensland 

 

Melinda has more than 20 years’ experience in both the private and public 
sector. Melinda joined the Office of State Revenue in 1997 and during that 
time has held a wide range of positions. Melinda has specialist expertise in 
providing policy and legislative advice on the revenue laws administered by 
the Office of State Revenue. In her current role, Melinda has responsibility 
for each of the revenue areas of the Office of State Revenue. Melinda 
graduated with a Bachelor of Laws (Hons) from Queensland University of 
Technology in 1992. 
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Simon LaBlack 

Legal Practitioner Director, 
LaBlack Lawyers Pty Ltd; 
Accredited Specialist 
(Property Law) – Qld and 
Member, Queensland Law 
Society Property Law 
Specialist Accreditation 
Advisory Committee 

 

Legal Practitioner Director for LaBlack Lawyers Pty Ltd, Simon practises 
exclusively in Property Law in Queensland. In 2017, he became one of the 
few Accredited Specialists in Queensland Property Law. He assists 
organisations and private clients in all property law related matters including 
property acquisitions and disposals, commercial property matters including 
leases, developments, transactions and disputes, subdivisions and 
developments and retirement village leases. He has acted as a specialist 
consultant to the profession and as a Court-Appointed Statutory Trustee for 
Sale. 

Robert Mackay 

Senior Risk Solicitor, 
Lexon Insurance 

 

Robert is a Senior Solicitor in the Risk Team at Lexon Insurance and plays 
an active role in the development of risk management tools. Robert has 
developed and run the industry first System Testing program in several 
practice areas since 2014 which have been conducted in hundreds of legal 
practices across Australia. These are designed to help practitioners identify 
and manage any system gaps that can result in claims for professional 
negligence. Robert was admitted as a solicitor in 2005 and regularly 
presents at the QUT PLT Course and at QLS Conferences. 

Shelley McCann 

Tax Counsel, Australian 

Taxation Office (ATO) 

 

Shelley has more than 20 years’ experience in the ATO including complex 
debt recovery, development and publication of public and private rulings, 
litigation and legislative design.  

Shelley is currently a Tax Counsel in Law Design and Practice with a focus 

on corporate transactions and investment. 
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Emma-Jane McNicol 

Risk Solicitor, Lexon 
Insurance 

 

Emma-Jane plays an active role in the effective management of risk 
services offered to the legal profession in Queensland.  Emma-Jane visits 
insured practices throughout Queensland in order to run Lexon’s system 
testing program focused on the areas where there have been high-value 
claims for practitioners. The strength of the program conducted by Emma-
Jane is the focus on processes and file management Emma-Jane works 
with the insureds to achieve optimal results for the client and the practice. 
Emma-Jane also provides risk management advice and assistance in 
relation to other matters for all Lexon insureds.  

Emma-Jane was admitted to practice in 1998 and holds a Bachelor of Law 
and Arts. She has worked in both private practice and in-house for major 
financial institutions. Her focus in work has always been to minimise risk for 
her clients within the required legal and regulatory framework. 

Wendy Miller 

Special Counsel, Damien 
Greer Lawyers; QLS 
Senior Counsellor, 
Queensland Law Society 
and Accredited Specialist 

(Family Law) 

 

Wendy holds a Bachelor of Laws and Arts, a Masters in Law and a Masters 
in Taxation Law. She has been a Queensland Law Society Accredited 

Specialist – Family Law since 2001 and is also an Approved Arbitrator.  

Wendy specialises in complex financial and property settlements and 
identifying tax minimising opportunities to maximise financial outcomes 
presented by a marriage breakdown. She is expert in asset protection 
strategies and business succession planning in a family law environment.  

Wendy is a member of the Queensland Law Society Family Law 
Committee, the Family Law Practitioners’ Association of Queensland, the 
International Academy of Collaborative Professionals, the Australian 
Institute of Family Law Arbitrators and Mediators, and is a Fellow of the Tax 

Institute. 

Peter Nugent 

Partner, Holding Redlich 

 

Peter has over 20 years’ experience in all aspects of commercial property 
practice, including residential and commercial property sales and 
purchases, drafting contracts for and managing bulk conveyancing for 
property developers, complicated property projects and major mixed-use 
developments. He also has considerable experience with development and 

joint venture agreements, financing structures and planning advice. 
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Bill Potts 

President, Queensland 
Law Society; Director, 
Potts Lawyers; Member, 
Queensland Law Society 
Criminal Law Committee 
and Queensland Law 

Society Senior Counsellor 

 

Bill is the President of Queensland Law Society and a criminal law Director 
of Potts Lawyers. 

Bill is a Queensland Law Society Senior Counsellor who provides 
confidential guidance on professional and ethical problems. He previously 
served as president of the Society in 2016 and is currently a Director of the 
Law Council of Australia. Through these roles, as a leader of the profession, 
he has worked to support the rule of law in a time of significant change and 
has advocated for better resourcing of the courts to improve efficiencies in 
the management of matters. 

Bill is passionate about promoting Queensland Law Society as a dynamic 
and respected membership organisation. As a member and leader of 
Council, he has achieved successes in advocacy, reductions in insurance 

premiums and invigorated our engagement with government. 

Bill Purcell 

Director, Bennett & Philp 
Lawyers; Accredited 
Specialist (Property Law) 
– Qld; Member, 
Queensland Law Society 
Property and 
Development Law 
Committee; Member, 
Queensland Law Society 
Ethics Committee and 
Queensland Law Society 
Senior Counsellor  

 

Bill was admitted as a solicitor in 1965 and is a QLS Senior Counsellor and 
is a member of Queensland Law Society’s Property Law Specialist 
Accreditation Advisory Committee and Ethics Committee. He is a former 
Queensland Law Society Council and Executive Committee member, 
Conveyancing Committee Chair and Tax Agents’ Board Chair. His principal 
area of practice is commercial securities, property law and conveyancing. 
Bill holds a Master of Laws from the University of Queensland. 

Tanya Sciasci 

Senior Associate, 
MinterEllison 

 

Tanya is an experienced real estate lawyer with extensive capabilities in all 
aspects of property and commercial transactions. She passionately drives a 
national leasing practice for both landlords and tenants with significant 
experience in project managing bulk-property transactions, leading large-
scale transactions and working as part of a multi-disciplined and cross-
jurisdictional team. 
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Stafford Shepherd 

Director, QLS Ethics and 
Practice Centre, 

Queensland Law Society 

 

Stafford was admitted as a solicitor in 1987. After admission he practised for 
a number of years in partnership and subsequently as a sole practitioner. 
Stafford sold his practice in 2004. Between 2004 and 2008 he worked as a 
consultant to a number of law practices. In 2008 he joined the Queensland 
Law Society as an Ethics Guidance Officer. In 2015 Stafford was appointed 
as Director, QLS Ethics and Practice Centre (‘the Centre’), and further he 
serves as secretary to the Society’s Ethics Committee. He is also the 
Society’s representative on the Professional Ethics Committee of the Law 
Council of Australia.  

The Centre provides ethical guidance and practice support services. In 
addition, the Centre delivers practical legal ethics and practice support 
sessions to members, the profession and students (whether at university or 
practical legal training).  

Stafford is the executive editor of the Australian Solicitors Conduct Rules 
2012 in Practice: A Commentary for Australian Legal Practitioners. He has 
written extensively on legal ethics. 

Stafford is a sessional member at the Queensland University of Technology. 
He holds a Bachelor of Laws and Master of Laws (Commercial and 
Corporate) from the University of Queensland, a postgraduate certificate in 
arbitration and mediation from the University of Adelaide. Stafford is also a 
member of the Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners (STEP). Stafford’s 
areas of interest are land transactions, trust, succession law and the 
equitable doctrine underpinning legal ethics. 

Tim Stork 

Senior Legal Counsel and 
specialist advisor 
(Planning, Environment 
and Property), Energy 
Queensland and member, 
Queensland Law Society 
Planning and Environment 

Law Committee 

 

Tim Stork is a Senior Legal Counsel with Energy Queensland, with over 15 
years’ experience.  Tim is Energy Queensland’s specialist advisor on 
planning, environment and property matters as well has handling many of 
Energy Queensland’s disputed matters.  Before moving to Energy 
Queensland, Tim spent 10 years in leading planning and environment 
practices in national and international firms.  

Tim has provided advice to and litigated for local and state governments, 
government entities and major institutional developers about all traditional 
planning, environment and property matters as well as electricity-industry 
specific legal issues, compulsory acquisition and resources law.  

Tim is the Vice-President of the Queensland Environmental Law 
Association, co-chairs the QELA Legislative Review subcommittee and has 
been an active member of the QELA conference subcommittee for many 
years.  Tim has also been a member of the Queensland Law Society’s 
Planning and Environment committee for many years. 

Kim Teague 

Partner, Cooper Grace 
Ward Lawyers 

Kim has been a lawyer in the property industry for more than 30 years. He 
specialises in sales, purchases and development of commercial property, 
including Brisbane CBD buildings, shopping centres, service stations and 
hotels. 

Kim advises on community title scheme developments (both commercial and 
residential) and on sales and purchases of businesses. He has a large 
leasing practice covering all types of leasing (both for landlord and tenant) 
including commercial property, retail shops, industrial properties, vacant land 
and lots in community title schemes. 

Kim is also involved in conveyancing of residential property including vacant 
land, rural and crown leasehold properties. 

 


