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Presenters 

 

Personal Injuries Conference 
Friday 11 October 
 

Helen Ashton 
Special Counsel, East 
Coast Lawyers and 
Accredited Specialist 
(Personal Injuries) – Qld 

 

Helen has more than 15 years’ experience in the area of plaintiff personal 
injuries and is an accredited specialist in personal injuries law. She was 
admitted as a solicitor in 2001 and has during the course of her career 
worked for a large national firm as well as smaller boutique practices. She 
specialises in several areas of personal injuries, including WorkCover, MVA, 
public liability and medical negligence. 

Cliff Battley 
Registered Clinical 
Psychologist, Cliff Battley 
Positive Change 

 

Cliff is a Clinical Psychologist, TV presenter, workshop facilitator and 
accomplished public speaker. With over 25 years’ experience in Personal 
Development he focuses on the three main relationships we all share - 
Family (especially for parents wishing to bully-proof their children and build 
their self-esteem); romance (focusing on gaining and maintaining fulfilling, 
healthy and lasting, loving partnerships) and the most important relationship 
of all, the one we share with ourselves (with a dedicated and practical 
approach to achieving life happiness and improved self-esteem). Presenting 
cutting-edge information in an easy to understand and readily applicable 
fashion, he has been commonly referred to as honest, direct, humble, 
relatable, wise, positively engaging and almost, but not quite hilarious. He 
enjoys teaching group fitness classes, has travelled over 60 countries, 
worked with some of the world’s best athletes and internationally successful 
corporations. He prides himself on his All Black hero awareness. Cliff is a 
happily married father of two and counts his family as his greatest 
achievement. 

David Bowles 
Ethics Solicitor, QLS 
Ethics and Practice 
Centre, Queensland Law 
Society 

 

David was admitted as a solicitor in 1996 and was in private practice from 
that time until joining Queensland Law Society’s QLS Ethics and Practice 
Centre in November 2012. 
David’s experience, initially as an employee and then as a sole practitioner 
includes crime, property, litigation and estate planning. As an Ethics Solicitor 
he is responsible for providing ethical guidance to members, and continuing 
legal education. 
He holds postgraduate certificates in Cybersecurity from Harvard University 
Extension School and in Project Management from the University of Adelaide 
EdX program. 
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Michael Garbett 
Partner, Moray & Agnew 
Lawyers and Chair, 
Queensland Law Society 
Accident 
Compensation/Tort Law 
Committee 

 

Michael has been practising in all aspects of personal injuries law for over 25 
years. He practises predominantly in the field of compulsory third party 
litigation. Michael is the current chair of Queensland Law Society’s Accident 
Compensation Tort Law Committee. 

Steven Herd 
Partner, Fisher Dore 
Lawyers and Accredited 
Specialist (Personal 
Injuries) – Qld; Member, 
Queensland Law Society 
Personal Injury Specialist 
Accreditation Committee 
and Member, Queensland 
Law Society Access to 
Justice/Pro Bono Law 
Committee 

Steve is the partner responsible for Fisher Dore’s civil litigation practice.  He 
joined Fisher Dore Lawyers in 2018, after having spent nearly eighteen years 
with a boutique compensation firm.  After completing two years articles of 
clerkship, Steve was admitted as a solicitor of the Supreme Court of 
Queensland in 2004. 
Steve is an expert in all areas of compensation law and is an accredited 
specialist in personal injuries law, having attained the highest achiever award 
for the accreditation program in 2009. 
In addition to the pro-bono work he regularly undertakes, Steve is currently a 
member of Queensland Law Society’s Personal Injuries Specialist 
Accreditation Committee and is Deputy-Chair of the Access to Justice and 
Pro Bono Law Committee. 

Trent Johnson 
Director, Bennett & Philp 
Lawyers; Accredited 
Specialist (Personal 
Injuries) – Qld and 
Member, Queensland Law 
Society Accident 
Compensation/Tort Law 
Committee 

 

Trent is a Director of Bennett & Philp Lawyers and Queensland Law Society 
Accredited Specialist in Personal Injuries law. He practices in all aspects of 
personal injury litigation including motor vehicle accident, public liability, 
workers’ compensation, asbestos/dust and child sex abuse claims. He is a 
long term member of the Australian Lawyers Alliance, past president and 
former volunteer of the Suncoast Community Legal Service and member of 
the Queensland Law Society Accident Compensation/Tort Law Committee. 
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Ross McConaghy 
Partner, Jensen 
McConaghy Lawyers and 
Member, Queensland Law 
Society Accident 
Compensation/Tort Law 
Committee 

 

Ross has been admitted as a solicitor for some 30 years and has practised 
exclusively in personal injuries law, predominantly acting for statutory 
insurers in the defence of Compulsory Third Party and Workers’ 
Compensation claims.  
He is a Queensland Law Society Accredited Specialist (Personal 
Injuries)(Highest Achievement Award – 2005) and has been a member of the 
QLS Accident Compensation/Tort Law Committee for over 23 years. 
Ross is a partner of Jensen McConaghy Lawyers, a firm which he co-founded 
in 1999. 

James McLellan 
Legal Costs Assessor 

 

James has been admitted as a solicitor for over 40 years and has specialised 
in the area of costs since 1983. In addition to legal qualifications he holds a 
Bachelor of Commerce from the University of Queensland. James is highly 
experienced in preparing costs assessments and in 2007, he was appointed 
as a costs assessor by the Registrar of the Supreme Court of Queensland. 
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The Honourable 
Duncan McMeekin QC 
Mediator and Arbitrator, 
More Chambers and 
Former Judge of the 
Supreme Court of 
Queensland 

 

Duncan McMeekin QC commenced practise as a barrister in 1977. For the 
majority of his 30 years in practise he concentrated on civil work including in 
personal injuries. He took silk in 1998 and was elevated to the Supreme 
Court of Queensland in 2007. He retired from the Court in 2018 and now 
practises as a mediator and arbitrator. 

Anna Morgan 
Special Counsel, 
Ramsden Lawyers; 
Personal Injury Practice 
Leader, Evolve Legal and 
Immediate Past President 
Gold Coast District Law 
Association 

 

Anna joined Ramsden Lawyers in 2019 to build a personal injury practice 
under the Evolve Legal brand. Previously, Anna spent more than eight years 
at Maurice Blackburn Lawyers and 12 years at Minter Ellison Gold Coast. 
Anna is passionate about of the pursuit of justice and is dedicated to assisting 
clients to achieve solutions and outcomes through pursuing their legal rights 
and remedies. Anna has practiced in insurance litigation and commercial 
litigation and litigated in a range of courts including Queensland’s Court of 
Appeal, Supreme Court and District Court, the Federal Court, the 
Queensland Industrial Relations Commission, the High Court of Australia and 
the High Court of Hong Kong. Anna is an Adjunct Senior Teaching Fellow at 
Bond University where she has authored and lectures the post-graduate 
subject Expert Witness & Dispute Resolution. This course teaches students 
in the Built Environment programs how to perform as experts in construction 
litigation. Anna is a committee member of the Gold Coast District Law 
Association and a member of the Australian Lawyers Alliance. 
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Luke Murphy 
Councillor, Queensland 
Law Society; Partner, 
Murphy Schmidt Solicitors; 
Accredited Specialist 
(Personal Injuries) – Qld; 
Deputy Chair, Queensland 
Law Society Accident 
Compensation/Tort Law 
Committee; Member, 
Queensland Law Society 
Continuing Professional 
Development Committee 
and Member, Queensland 
Law Society Specialist 
Accreditation Board 

 

Luke is an Accredited Specialist (Personal Injuries) and also practises in 
Succession law. He is Deputy Chair of QLS’s Tort Law/Accident 
Compensation Committee, and have served on the Practice Management 
Committee and Personal Injuries Conference Committee. 
Luke has represented QLS at Parliamentary inquiries and committee 
hearings, in negotiations with the Motor Accident Insurance Commission and 
WorkCover, CTP reviews, WorkCover Stakeholders’ Reference Groups and 
QIRC interest groups. He is committed to serving the profession. 
Outside the law Luke have held the following positions: Deputy President, 
Board Member of Royal Life Saving Society (1994-2004), Deputy Chairman, 
Board Member Holy Spirit Care Services (2007-2014), and Member Salvation 
Army Red Shield Appeal Committee and Chairman Inaugural Young 
Professionals Committee. 

Dominic Murphy 
Barrister, Queensland Bar 

 

Dominic holds a Bachelor of Laws and a Masters of Law from QUT. He was 
admitted as a solicitor in 1996 and worked in firms for six years acting on 
behalf of plaintiffs in personal injuries claims and on behalf of the Workers’ 
Compensation Board of Queensland and Compulsory Third Party Insurers in 
defence of personal injuries claims.  
Dominic was admitted as a barrister in 2001. In 2004 Dominic, as part of the 
Queensland Bar Association exchange program, travelled to the Faculty of 
Advocates in Edinburgh, Scotland, to participate in their education program 
and work alongside Scottish Advocates. Dominic was an elected member of 
the Bar Council of the Bar Association of Queensland from 2003 to 2007 and 
from 2010 to 2012.  
Dominic practises almost exclusively in the area of personal injuries claims. 
He acts for both plaintiffs and defendants. His practice has included claims 
involving a worker who contracted equine influenza, claims involving police 
officers suffering injuries in the course of pursuits, and a significant number of 
claims in the growing area of pure psychiatric or psychological claims. 

Sebastian Olsen 
Special Counsel, 
MurphySchmidt Solicitors 
and Accredited Specialist 
(Personal Injuries) – Qld 

 

Sebastian is a Queensland Law Society Accredited Specialist in Personal 
Injures Law. He brings a unique perspective to his role as a Special Counsel, 
having completed a medical science degree before undertaking his legal 
qualification. 
Sebastian is a former member of the Brisbane Turf Club Young Members 
Committee and is the current Deputy Chairman of the Queensland Rugby 
League Judiciary Tribunal - Major Competitions. He is also a volunteer 
solicitor for LawRight’s Homeless Persons’ Legal Clinic, Queensland Courts 
Self Representation Service and QCAT Self Representation Service. 
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Robert Parcell 
Consultant, DWF 
(Australia) and Accredited 
Specialist (Personal 
Injuries) – Qld 

 

Robert is a highly experienced personal injury lawyer in Queensland and has 
maintained specialist accreditation in personal injury law since 1998. Robert 
has 29 years’ experience in practice, acting for an array of insurance clients. 
In recent years Robert has been involved in significant workers' 
compensation scheme cases, including: Byrne v People Resourcing (Qld) Pty 
Ltd & Anor [2014] QSC 269 and SS Family Pty Ltd v WorkCover Queensland 
[2018] QCA 296. 

Bill Potts 
President, Queensland 
Law Society; Director, 
Potts Lawyers; Member, 
Queensland Law Society 
Criminal Law Committee 
and Queensland Law 
Society Senior Counsellor 

 

Bill is the President of Queensland Law Society and a criminal law Director of 
Potts Lawyers. 
Bill is a Queensland Law Society Senior Counsellor who provides confidential 
guidance on professional and ethical problems. He previously served as 
president of the Society in 2016 and is currently a Director of the Law Council 
of Australia. Through these roles, as a leader of the profession, he has 
worked to support the rule of law in a time of significant change and has 
advocated for better resourcing of the courts to improve efficiencies in the 
management of matters. 
Bill is passionate about promoting Queensland Law Society as a dynamic 
and respected membership organisation. As a member and leader of Council, 
he has achieved successes in advocacy, reductions in insurance premiums 
and invigorated our engagement with government. 

Carl Richards 
General Counsel, National 
Injury Insurance Scheme 
Queensland (NIISQ) 
Agency 

 

Carl is an internationally qualified and experienced lawyer and senior 
manager. He has worked for a range of private industries and public sector 
organisations including the New Zealand Accident Compensation 
corporation. He has extensive experience as a leader of in-house legal 
teams, as a company secretary, and in the fields of governance, compliance, 
risk management and crisis management. 
Carl is responsible for managing the NIISQ Agency’s legal function, and 
supporting the NIISQ Agency to provide treatment, care and support to 
participants in a legally sound and compliant manner. 
Carl is also the NIISQ Agency’s Governance Officer, providing support to the 
Board and Board Committees, and its Risk Officer, responsible for 
coordinating the assessment and mitigation of risk. 
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Tom Rynders 
Partner, Creevey Russell 
Lawyers and Accredited 
Specialist (Personal 
Injuries) – Qld 

 
 

Tom is a partner at Creevey Russell Lawyers and has over a decade of 
experience in plaintiff personal injuries litigation. Tom is an accredited 
specialist in personal injuries law and practices in all areas including medical 
negligence, historical sexual abuse claims and product liability claims. Tom 
has a particular interest in acting for clients throughout rural Queensland 
involved in complex and catastrophic claims. 

Trenton Schreurs 
Principal, McInnes Wilson 
Lawyers 

 

Trenton has more than 15 years’ experience in both plaintiff and defendant 
compensation litigation. He has been involved in a number of notable 
decisions concerning the assessment of quantum and the admissibility of 
expert evidence. Trenton has a keen interest in online law and technological 
innovation, and has a number of clients on the forefront of emergent 
technology within the legal space. Trenton has qualifications both law and 
psychology from Griffith University, and also holds a Master of Laws from the 
Queensland University of Technology. 

Stafford Shepherd 
Director, QLS Ethics and 
Practice Centre, 
Queensland Law Society 

 

Stafford was admitted as a solicitor in 1987. After admission he practised for 
a number of years in partnership and subsequently as a sole practitioner. 
Stafford sold his practice in 2004. Between 2004 and 2008 he worked as a 
consultant to a number of law practices. In 2008 he joined the Queensland 
Law Society as an Ethics Guidance Officer. In 2015 Stafford was appointed 
as Director, QLS Ethics and Practice Centre (‘the Centre’), and further he 
serves as secretary to the Society’s Ethics Committee. He is also the 
Society’s representative on the Professional Ethics Committee of the Law 
Council of Australia.  
The Centre provides ethical guidance and practice support services. In 
addition, the Centre delivers practical legal ethics and practice support 
sessions to members, the profession and students (whether at university or 
practical legal training).  
Stafford is the executive editor of the Australian Solicitors Conduct Rules 
2012 in Practice: A Commentary for Australian Legal Practitioners. He has 
written extensively on legal ethics. 
Stafford is a sessional member at the Queensland University of Technology. 
He holds a Bachelor of Laws and Master of Laws (Commercial and 
Corporate) from the University of Queensland, a postgraduate certificate in 
arbitration and mediation from the University of Adelaide. Stafford is also a 
member of the Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners (STEP). Stafford’s 
areas of interest are land transactions, trust, succession law and the 
equitable doctrine underpinning legal ethics. 
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Neil Singleton 
Insurance Commissioner, 
Insurance Commission, 
Motor Accident Insurance 
Commission 

 

Neil is the Insurance Commissioner - responsible for the regulation of the 
Queensland Compulsory Third Party scheme in accordance with the Motor 
Accident Insurance Act 1994. 
As Insurance Commissioner, Neil is also responsible for the Queensland 
Government Insurance Fund and the provision of general advice to 
Government on insurance matters. 
Neil has over 30 years insurance experience primarily involved in personal 
injury claims and portfolio management including national and executive 
management roles. 

Ken Taylor 
Immediate Past President, 
Queensland Law Society; 
Director, Purcell Taylor; 
Accredited Specialist 
(Personal Injuries) – Qld 
and Member, Queensland 
Law Society Accident 
Compensation/Tort Law 
Committee 

 

Ken is the Immediate Past President of the Queensland Law Society. He is a 
Director of Purcell Taylor in Townsville having been admitted in 1989. Ken is 
also a current member of the Townsville District Law Association (TDLA) and 
the Australian Lawyers Alliance (ALA), holds specialist accreditation in 
personal injuries law and he is a member of the S.193A Workers 
Compensation Review Panel. 
He was awarded life membership with the Townsville CLC and is a Director 
of Mater Health NQ. 

 


