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Liz Dann 
Registrar of Titles and 
Registrar of Water 
Allocations 

 

Elizabeth was appointed to the position of executive director of Titles 
Registry in September 2012. She has been a senior executive in the 
Department of Natural Resources and Mines (and its predecessors) over a 
number of years, primarily in the areas of land and water policy, and 
managing the department’s governance, strategic policy and legislative 
agendas. She brings to the position of Registrar of Titles an extensive 
background in land tenure and land legislation, as well as time spent with 
the Commonwealth Government in Canberra as an executive director with 
the Murray Darling Basin Authority.    

Wendy Devine 
Principal Policy Solicitor, 
Queensland Law Society 

 

In her role with Queensland Law Society, Wendy works closely with the 
Society’s policy committees - including the Property and Development Law 
Committee - to respond to law reform proposals on behalf of the Society 
and to develop policy positions on matters that affect members and the 
community.   
Wendy holds a Bachelor of Laws and Bachelor of Arts and has a 
background in administrative law, statutory interpretation and major 
infrastructure projects for public sector clients.   

Peta Gray 
Principal Legal Director, 
Enterprise Legal 

 

Peta is a founding Principal Legal Director and Owner of Enterprise Legal - 
winner of the LawyersWeekly Regional/Suburban Law Firm of the Year in 
2018 and Toowoomba’s most innovative law firm. Enterprise Legal is the 
first and only law firm in the Darling Downs region to offer absolutely all of 
its services on a fixed fee, capped or retainer basis, providing an 
unprecedented level of fee-certainty for clients, which is a crucial factor in 
creating accessibility to legal services for small business owners.  
Peta has practiced exclusively in business and commercial property law for 
the duration of her career and as such, she has worked on thousands of 
business and property transactions. Peta has extensive experience advising 
a range of business clients, from ASX-listed corporates to ‘mum and dad’ 
business owners.  
Peta’s particular passion lies in supporting and enhancing small to medium-
sized local businesses and the people behind them and it was this passion 
which was one of the main driving factors behind Peta and her business 
partner starting Enterprise Legal in September 2017. 
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Frank Higginson 
Director, Hynes Legal 

 

Frank is the head of the integrated communities team at Hynes Legal.  
He has extensive experience in strata law across the body corporate and 
management rights industries, and is an active participant in both industries, 
regularly presenting to and working with key stakeholders. 

David Hughes 
Partner, McCullough 
Robertson and Accredited 
Specialist (Taxation Law)  

 

David was admitted as a solicitor in 1998 after completing a Bachelor of 
Laws and Commerce at the University of Queensland. He also holds a 
Master of Taxation through the University of New South Wales; where he 
graduated first in his class.  
David is one of only five taxation law specialists in Queensland.  

Simon LaBlack 
Legal Practitioner Director, 
LaBlack Lawyers Pty Ltd; 
Accredited Specialist 
(Property Law) – Qld and 
Member, Queensland Law 
Society Property Law 
Specialist Accreditation 
Advisory Committee 

 

Legal Practitioner Director for LaBlack Lawyers Pty Ltd, Simon practises 
exclusively in Property Law in Queensland. In 2017, he became one of the 
few Accredited Specialists in Queensland Property Law. He assists 
organisations and private clients in all property law related matters including 
property acquisitions and disposals, commercial property matters including 
leases, developments, transactions and disputes, subdivisions and 
developments and retirement village leases. He has acted as a specialist 
consultant to the profession and as a Court-Appointed Statutory Trustee for 
Sale. 
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Robert Mackay 
Senior Risk Solicitor, 
Lexon Insurance 

 

Robert is a Senior Solicitor in the Risk Team at Lexon Insurance and plays 
an active role in the development of risk management tools. Robert has 
developed and run the industry first System Testing program in several 
practice areas since 2014 which have been conducted in hundreds of legal 
practices across Australia. These are designed to help practitioners identify 
and manage any system gaps that can result in claims for professional 
negligence. Robert was admitted as a solicitor in 2005 and regularly 
presents at the QUT PLT Course and at QLS Conferences. 

Cameron McCollum 
Cyber Risk Consultant, 
Lexon Insurance 

 

Cameron is the Cyber Risk Consultant in the Risk Team at Lexon Insurance 
and plays an active role in the development of cyber risk management tools. 
Cameron’s background is military intelligence, where he gained significant 
experience in threat modelling and targeting. He now leverages this 
experience to assist practitioners to identify and manage risks from a cyber 
security perspective, with the aim of breaking the threat model most 
commonly employed by cyber criminals targeting Queensland legal 
practices. 

Peter Nugent 
Partner, Holding Redlich 

 

Peter has over 20 years’ experience in all aspects of commercial property 
practice, including residential and commercial property sales and 
purchases, drafting contracts for and managing bulk conveyancing for 
property developers, complicated property projects and major mixed-use 
developments. He also has considerable experience with development and 
joint venture agreements, financing structures and planning advice. 
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Joanne O’Brien 
CRH Law 

 

Joanne is a partner at CRH Law with an extensive practice in the aged care 
and retirement village sectors encompassing clients from both the private, 
church and community sectors. 
In her day to day work, Joanne provides advice to approved providers and 
scheme operators on all aspects of compliance and operational issues.  
She has extensive experience in assisting clients to deal with complaints 
and developing strategies to resolve complex care and behavioural 
management issues involving residents, families and substitute decision 
makers. 
Joanne has published chapters in legal texts dealing with accommodation 
and care options for the elderly.  She also undertook the technical legal 
review of the Lexis Nexis Regulatory Compliance Module for home care and 
residential care. 

Bill Potts 
President, Queensland 
Law Society; Director, 
Potts Lawyers; Member, 
Queensland Law Society 
Criminal Law Committee 
and Queensland Law 
Society Senior Counsellor 

 

Bill is the President of Queensland Law Society and a criminal law Director 
of Potts Lawyers. 
Bill is a Queensland Law Society Senior Counsellor who provides 
confidential guidance on professional and ethical problems. He previously 
served as president of the Society in 2016 and is currently a Director of the 
Law Council of Australia. Through these roles, as a leader of the profession, 
he has worked to support the rule of law in a time of significant change and 
has advocated for better resourcing of the courts to improve efficiencies in 
the management of matters. 
Bill is passionate about promoting Queensland Law Society as a dynamic 
and respected membership organisation. As a member and leader of 
Council, he has achieved successes in advocacy, reductions in insurance 
premiums and invigorated our engagement with government. 

Matthew Raven 
Partner, Gadens and 
Chair, Queensland Law 
Society Property and 
Development Law 
Committee 

 

Matthew is a partner in the Property and Construction Group of Gadens. 
Matthew specialises in property development, particularly community title 
and mixed use developments. His current projects include the new Brisbane 
Westin Hotel and Residences and Brookfield’s Portside Wharf. 
Matthew is the chair of the Queensland Law Society’s Property Law 
Committee and the Queensland representative on the Law Council’s 
National Electronic Conveyancing System Working Group, which consulted 
with PEXA throughout the formation of the national E-Conveyancing 
system. 
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Stafford Shepherd 
Director, QLS Ethics and 
Practice Centre, 
Queensland Law Society 

 

Stafford was admitted as a solicitor in 1987. After admission he practised for 
a number of years in partnership and subsequently as a sole practitioner. 
Stafford sold his practice in 2004. Between 2004 and 2008 he worked as a 
consultant to a number of law practices. In 2008 he joined the Queensland 
Law Society as an Ethics Guidance Officer. In 2015 Stafford was appointed 
as Director, QLS Ethics and Practice Centre (‘the Centre’), and further he 
serves as secretary to the Society’s Ethics Committee. He is also the 
Society’s representative on the Professional Ethics Committee of the Law 
Council of Australia.  
The Centre provides ethical guidance and practice support services. In 
addition, the Centre delivers practical legal ethics and practice support 
sessions to members, the profession and students (whether at university or 
practical legal training).  
Stafford is the executive editor of the Australian Solicitors Conduct Rules 
2012 in Practice: A Commentary for Australian Legal Practitioners. He has 
written extensively on legal ethics. 
Stafford is a sessional member at the Queensland University of Technology. 
He holds a Bachelor of Laws and Master of Laws (Commercial and 
Corporate) from the University of Queensland, a postgraduate certificate in 
arbitration and mediation from the University of Adelaide. Stafford is also a 
member of the Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners (STEP). Stafford’s 
areas of interest are land transactions, trust, succession law and the 
equitable doctrine underpinning legal ethics. 

Giles Watson 
Legal Practice 
Management Consultant 
and Director, Giles 
Watson Pty Ltd 

 

Giles Watson helps law practices realise their potential through coaching, 
consultancy and tailored professional development. He specialises in client-
facing challenges such as positioning and strategy, pricing, marketing & 
business development, customer experience & client service. 
Prior to setting up his own consultancy in 2015, he managed the PMC at 
QLS, ran a practice management quality mark scheme for the Law Society 
of England and Wales, and was a business development manager for three 
London law firms. 
Giles has a degree in Politics, a Masters in Marketing and an MBA. He 
lectures on costs communication at the QUT Legal Practice Course, and on 
'Dynamic strategy and disruptive innovation' for Kaplan Business school's 
MBA course. 

 


