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Overview 

Featuring notable members of the judiciary and legal profession, each presentation in 
our highly regarded Modern Advocate Lecture Series deals with practical advocacy 
relevant to the junior ranks of the profession.  

 

We are delighted that Deputy President Peter Shields from the Parole Board 
Queensland will be delivering the third presentation for 2021. 
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5:20pm Log on 

5:30pm  Welcome remarks 

Presenter: Elizabeth Shearer, President, Queensland Law Society; Legal Practitioner Director, Shearer 

Doyle and Chair, Queensland Law Society Access to Justice Pro Bono Law Committee 

5:35pm 

 

 

 

Parole, the vital but misunderstood third limb of the criminal 

justice system in Queensland. The observations of a Deputy 

President of Parole Board Queensland.  

Since 3 July 2017, Parole Board Queensland (‘the Board’) is solely responsible for the grant or refusal of 
an application for a Board ordered parole order and the suspension, cancellation or amendment of any 

parole order. 

 

There are three (3) distinct limbs to the criminal justice system: 

 The police who institute criminal proceedings.  

 The courts which ensure any trial or sentence is fair and conducted in accordance with the law.  

 The Board which has the power to release a prisoner into the community prior to the prisoner’s 
custodial end date.  

 

This presentation will focus on the observations of a Deputy President of the Board concerning parole in 
Queensland with a particular focus on whether or not parole works, prisoners committing acts of 
domestic violence, as well as demystifying the parole process by outlining the steps taken by the Board 
to increase the transparency of the workings of the Board. 

 

At the conclusion of the presentation, the speaker will be available to answer any questions. 

 

Presenter: Peter Shields, Deputy President, Parole Board Queensland 

6:25pm  Closing remarks 

Presenter: Elizabeth Shearer, President, Queensland Law Society; Legal Practitioner Director, Shearer 

Doyle and Chair, Queensland Law Society Access to Justice Pro Bono Law Committee 

6:30pm Close 

 

 


