
 

 
  

4 CPD Points 

        

 

Overview 

Learning from experienced General Counsel, this on-demand workshop will explore 
issues such as ethical limitations of corporate practicing certificates, cybersecurity, 
whistleblowing and amendments to the Corporations Act and how vicarious trauma can 
challenge the well-being of in-house lawyers. 
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8am Registration 

8.30am  Welcome remarks 

Presenter: Sharon Sangha, Professional Development Solicitor, Queensland Law Society 

8.35am 

 

 

 

 

Mission Creep, Myths and Many Hats: Ethics limitations on 

corporate practicing certificates 

“Just run it past legal!” Often the sole advisor to a business, in-house counsel can find themselves being 
dragged into non-legal areas as decision-makers seek reassurance, and to cover their actions with the 
comfort of legal consultation. In addition, working in-house can involve wearing many hats and it is vital 
to be aware of ethical considerations when taking on various responsibilities. Join our ethics expert as 
we go over: 

 Who is the client? 

 Who can I advise?  

 What is my role? 

 When to say no, and how to manage internal conflict. 

Presenter: Shane Budden, Special Counsel, Ethics, Queensland Law Society 

Chair: Stafford Shepherd, Principal Ethics and Practice Counsel, QLS Ethics and Practice Centre | 

Legal Practitioner Director, QLS Solicitor Support Pty Ltd Queensland Law Society 

9.35am 

 

Whistleblowing and the General Counsel relationship with the 

board 

This session reviews recent case studies with regards to amendments to the Corporations Act, which 

highlights important factors for in-house counsel to consider such as: 

 the relationship with the board 

 the relationship with the directors 

 any conflicting duties, issues of confidentiality, fidelity and compliance with law 

Learn from our experts as you examine how these generic whistleblowing provisions apply to the specific 

case of in-house counsel. Explore other topics such as fundamental duties and protection through 

employment contract. 

Presenter: Phil Ware, General Counsel, Stanwell Corporation Limited, Councillor, Queensland Law 

Society and Chair, QLS In-house Lawyers Committee 

Chair: Shane Budden, Special Counsel, Ethics, Queensland Law Society 

10.35am Morning tea 

10.55am 

 

 

 

Cybersecurity and In-house counsel 

In house lawyers know the importance of cybersecurity, but the actual battle line seems distant when you 

don’t work in the IT sector. 

Join us for an interactive workshop using a real-life case example illustrating information security risk for 
in-house legal, and what you can do about it. We will also touch on some of the roles that a lawyer might 
play in supporting the information security of your organisation more generally, from contracting to 
incident response.  

Presenter: David Bowles, Special Counsel, Ethics, Queensland Law Society 

Chair: Sophie Evans, Corporate Lawyer and Member, Queensland Law Society In-House Counsel 
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11.55am 

 
 

Resilience, leadership and wellbeing for In-house lawyers 

Equip yourself with tools to help create a positive workplace culture while maintaining mental and 

physical health and wellbeing. This session explores ways in-house counsel can: 

 maximise skills to become authentic leaders 

 prioritise self-care and professional boundaries to mitigate effects of vicarious trauma 

 help bring in a culture that fosters collegiality and constructive working relationships 

Presenter: Lauren Phelps, Legal Workplace and Culture Consultant, Queensland Law Society 

Chair: Phil Ware, General Counsel, Stanwell Corporation Limited, Councillor, Queensland Law Society 

and Chair, QLS In-house Lawyers Committee 

12.55pm 

 

Closing remarks 

Presenter: Sharon Sangha, Professional Development Solicitor, Queensland Law Society 

1pm Close 

 

 


