




















































Edwina Rankin 
Executive Officer, National 
Family Violence Prevention 
Legal Services 

Edwina Rankin is the Executive Officer of the National Family Violence 
Prevention Legal Services (FVPLS) Forum, which is the national Peak body 
for front-line FVPLS services around Australia that provide specialised legal 
and non-legal family violence prevention services to First Nations people, 
predominantly women and children. Edwina has extensive professional 
experience in management and strategic policy in the government and 
community sectors. She holds undergraduate and postgraduate 
qualifications in Law and Arts, and her Honours thesis (1st class) examined 
family violence affecting First Nations women and children. Edwina 
currently lives and works on Gubbi Gubbi country in Brisbane, Australia. 

Joanna Renkin 
Partner, Pro Bono, 
Community & Environment, 
Lander & Rogers 

Jo leads the Lander & Rogers Pro Bono and Community practice and the 
implementation of sustainable business practices. 
Jo collaborates with social, community and legal organisations to address 
access to justice. Adopting a client centred approach, her primary focus is 
to build legal capability in individuals and organisations and to achieve 
systemic social impact. 
With Jo's leadership of environmental strategy, the firm has now achieved 
carbon neutral certification and is an active member of the UNGC and 
AusLSA. 
Jo is a collaborator and contributor with extensive engagement in 
communities of practice, standard setting, thought leadership and change 
in the profession. 
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Dr James Popple 
CEO, Law Council of 
Australia 

Dr James Popple is the CEO of the Law Council of Australia. 
James was previously Official Secretary to two Royal Commissions; the 
inaugural Freedom of Information Commissioner; and a Senior Member of 
the Administrative Appeals Tribunal. He worked for 12 years in the 
Australian Attorney-General's Department; and was a judge's associate, 
then Deputy Registrar of the High Court of Australia. 
James is admitted as a barrister and a solicitor. He is a Fellow of the 
Australian Academy of Law, and an Honorary Professor of the Australian 
National University where he conducted his doctoral research in artificial 
intelligence and law. 



Sarah Sacher 
Law Reform Officer 
(Automation in Social 
Security Project), Economic 
Justice Australia 

Sarah Sacher is a Law Reform Officer at Economic Justice Australia, where 
she leads a research project on Automation in Social Security. The project 
focuses on the implications of automation for vulnerable and disadvantaged 
people seeking to access and navigate the social security system. Prior to 
joining EJA, Sarah worked across a range of human rights policy issues as 
a lawyer, advisor and researcher – including at the Australian Human 
Rights Commission; the Law Council of Australia; and the Victorian Law 
Reform Commission.  

Professor Edward 
Santow 
Industry Professor and 
Director, Policy And 
Governance, Human 
Technology Institute, 
University of Technology 
Sydney 

Edward Santow is the Director - Policy & Governance at the Human 
Technology Institute, and Industry Professor - Responsible Technology at 
the University of Technology Sydney. Ed co-founded the Human 
Technology Institute, which he leads with Prof Nicholas Davis and Prof 
Sally Cripps. Ed is leading a number of major initiatives to promote human-
centred artificial intelligence. Focus areas include digital government, the 
future of AI regulation, and facial recognition and digital identity. 
The Human Technology Institute's approach promotes human rights in the 
development, use, regulation and oversight of new technology. HTI has 
three interconnected laboratories: the Human Technology Skills Lab, Tools 
Lab and Policy Lab. Ed’s areas of expertise include human rights, 
technology and regulation, public law and discrimination law. 
From 2016-2021, Ed was Australia's Human Rights Commissioner, where 
he led the Commission's work on AI & new technology; refugees and 
migration; human rights issues affecting LGBTIQ+ people; national 
security; and implementing the Optional Protocol to the Convention 
Against Torture. 
Ed is a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Law, a member of the World 
Economic Forum’s Global Future Council on Human Rights and the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution, and of the NSW Government AI Review Committee. 
He is a patron of the Refugee Advice + Casework Service, and serves on 
a number of boards and committees. At UTS, he is a Fellow of the Centre 
for Social Justice & Inclusion. 
In 2009, Ed was presented with an Australian Leadership Award, and in 
2017 he was recognised as a Young Global Leader by the World 
Economic Forum. Ed previously served as chief executive of the Public 
Interest Advocacy Centre and was a Senior Lecturer at UNSW Law 
School, a research director at the Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law and 
a solicitor in private practice. 

Alice Rolls
Head of Policy and 
Strategy, Australian Pro 
Bono Centre 

Alice Rolls is Head of Policy and Strategy at the Australian Pro Bono 
Centre. Prior to joining the Centre in November 2021, she spent nearly two 
decades as a commercial litigator, working at Corrs Chambers Westgarth, 
Holding Redlich and, most recently, as a Principal of LK Law in Adelaide. In 
2020, she created The Accessible Justice Project (AJP) along with her 
colleagues at LK Law and the University of Adelaide. Alice is a graduate 
member of the Australian Institute of Company Directors and currently 
serves on the boards of the State Theatre Company of South Australia and 
the AJP. 



Peter Seidel 
Partner, Arnold Bloch 
Leibler

Peter Seidel is the partner responsible for coordinating Arnold Bloch 
Leibler’s public interest law contributions and is head of the firm’s native 
title and Indigenous rights practice. Much of this aspect of his practice 
focuses on promoting anti-racism measures and protections to improve civil 
society. 
Peter has been recognised as one of Australia’s leading lawyers for many 
years. In 2020, Peter was awarded Lawyers Weekly ‘Pro Bono Partner of 
the Year’. Peter is also a previous recipient of the prestigious Human 
Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission’s Human Rights Award in the 
Law Category. 

Elizabeth Shearer 
Legal Practitioner Director, 
Shearer Doyle Law 

Elizabeth Shearer is a solicitor who specialises in the legal problems of 
everyday life. She sees her role as general counsel for individuals and 
small businesses and her practice encompasses family law, consumer law, 
estate law, property law and the various types of law dealt with in civil and 
administrative tribunals. As well as general legal practice, Elizabeth 
operates Affording Justice - a service offering discrete task help to meet the 
needs of “the missing middle” - that is people who are not eligible for legal 
aid, and who might not otherwise engage legal help when they need it. 
Elizabeth was the President of the Queensland Law Society in 2021. She is 
also chair of the QLS Access to Justice Pro Bono Law Committee, and a 
longstanding member of the Law Council of Australia’s Access to Justice 
Committee. She is an elected member of the Executive of the Law Council 
of Australia. a member of the University of Queensland Pro Bono Centre 
Advisory Board, a director of the Australian Pro Bono Resource Centre, 
and she serves on the Professional Standards Councils of all States and 
Territories. 

Natalie Siegel-Brown 
Former Qld Public 
Guardian, Commissioner, 
Productivity Commission 

Natalie is the Social Policy Commissioner at the Australian Productivity 
Commission, having previously served as the Queensland Public Guardian; 
the State’s statutory oversight and advocacy body for children in the child 
protection system and youth detention; and adults in disability services, 
hostels and mental health services. Natalie also provided legal intervention 
in cases of elder abuse. Natalie’s specialty is the human rights protection of 
vulnerable people. 
Natalie began life as a lawyer in community legal centres. Legal Aid was a 
fixture in her life from early on, as she grew up running around the office 
floor of Victoria Legal Aid, annoying the staff in the family law division 
where her mum worked. Over the last decade, she has worked with 
communities and ACCOs across Cape York, the Western Desert and the 
Kimberley. 
Natalie’s work in Indigenous Affairs and legal service policy has been 
published internationally and in 2002, she was awarded for work she 
conducted into access to justice and court-service delivery to remote 
Aboriginal communities. 



Matt Simpson 
Managing Lawyer, The 
Accessible Justice Project 

Matt is a Managing Solicitor of the Accessible Justice Project, a 
collaboration between LK Law and the University of Adelaide Law School. 
The AJP is a not for profit, reduced fee practice specialising in civil 
disputes. Matt is also a Principal at LK Law, a specialist dispute resolution 
firm. 

Nicole Tujague 
Co-founder and Director, 
The Seedling Group 

Nicole is a descendant of the Kabi Kabi nation and the South Sea Islander 
people from Vanuatu. She has worked with families in Indigenous 
communities across Australia supporting Indigenous families and 
communities around issues of trauma and healing. 
Nicole has participated in multiple research and evaluation projects 
throughout Australia and is particularly interested in Indigenous-led 
evaluation. She has facilitated training for community, government, 
corporate and private sectors in Cultural Safety in Trauma Informed 
Practice. 

Karly Warner 
Chair, National Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
Legal Services 

Karly Warner is a proud palawa woman and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Aboriginal Legal Service (NSW/ACT). She also serves as Chair of National 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal Services (NATSILS). Prior to 
joining the ALS, Karly was Executive Officer at NATSILS. She started her 
career as a practising lawyer at the Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service. 
Karly has also worked in legal policy roles within the public service. 



 

 

 
   

  
 

    

 

Nicola Watts 
Principal, O’Sullivan Davies 
Lawyers 

 

Nicola studied at the University of Tasmania and was admitted in 1993. 
Nicola moved to Melbourne in 1997 and worked there in family law for 16 
years. She moved to Perth in 2013, joined O’Sullivan Davies in 2018 and 
became a Principal in 2020. 
Nicola was one of the first people in Australia to be trained to act as an 
Independent Children’s Lawyer and was appointed by the Legal Aid 
Commissions of Tasmania, Victoria and Western Australia to represent 
children between 1995 and 2018 in that role. Nicola has also qualified as a 
mediator, collaborative lawyer and arbitrator. 
Nicola has been an Executive Member of the Family Law Section of the 
Law Council of Australia (FLS) since 2016 and has been Treasurer since 
2021. Nicola is the Chair of the Organising Committee for FLS’ 20th 
National Conference which will take place in Perth between 30 October and 
1 November 2024. 
She also sits on the WA Legal Aid Review Committee and as FLS 
Representative on the FLPA (WA). 

Amanda Whelan 
Director of Client Services, 
Knowmore Legal Service 

 

Amanda is a social worker with 25 years’ experience working in Western 
Australia and Queensland, supporting trauma and abuse survivors. As 
Director of Client Services, Amanda co-leads knowmore’s national teams 
with a focus on multidisciplinary, trauma-informed practice and ensuring 
that clients receive wrap-around, high-quality services. Amanda has 
developed and delivered training in multidisciplinary approaches to trauma 
informed practice for legal settings across the legal assistance and private 
sector, including Masterclasses. She is passionate about the intersection 
between trauma-informed practice and worker wellbeing. In 2019, Amanda 
authored a trauma informed Wellbeing toolkit or the CLC sector on behalf 
of knowmore. 

Karen Williams 
Principal Solicitor, Aged & 
Disability Advocacy 
Australia 
 

 

Karen Williams first qualified as a Social Worker and worked as a Social 
Worker and Manager in NSW & Qld in general medicine, emergency 
department and mental health services. 
She is now a Principal Solicitor for ADA Law, a Community Legal Centre 
program within ADA Australia that focuses on decision making law as if 
impacts adults with questioned capacity and cognitive disability. 



 

 

 
   

  
 

    

 

Mark Woods 
Co-Chair, Access to Justice 
Committee, Law Council of 
Australia 

 

Mark is an Accredited Specialist in Criminal Law and Family Law, and 
general litigator practising in Gippsland, Victoria. He is a past president of 
the Law Institute of Victoria, and chaired the committee which inaugurated 
the Institute’s Legal Assistance Scheme. He was founding chair of the 
LawAid Trust, which funds the out of pocket costs of lawyers acting pro 
bono. He is a former Board Member of the Leo Cussen Centre for Law and 
the Victoria Law Foundation. 
Mark co-chairs the Access to Justice Committee of the Law Council of 
Australia, the nation’s peak body for lawyers and is a past chair of the 
Australian Legal Assistance Forum, the national collaborative body for the 
legal assistance sector. He is Co-Chair of the Access to Justice Committee 
of the International Bar Association, 
and Councillor of the Commonwealth Lawyers Association. He frequently 
presents at Australian and international conferences on family law and 
criminal law topics, and access to justice issues. 
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